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1 Talk about pour new CD Sweer amd Sacy, What
are you particulacly excited about with this CDi
What are some of the highlightst How does ic differ
Erom Fewr Eyerand Magner!

PL: It is exciting to work with Hooston Persan for
miany reasors. Ik was most rewarding for me becavse 1
was learning from a master. His wealth of knoed=dge
is really remackable. When we worked together on
Your Ever and Magmes, we disoovered that we had a
good chemisiry musically; this led to the creation of
Sweer amd Savy, Mot only did Houston pick che dight
songs for me, songs Thadn't been Familiar with before,
he 'r-!:saJmapﬂl.- mhldedabmtm}'afm}'mngmg-
gestions. From beginning to end, be was a total plea.
sure to work with, We accomplished a lot in a short
amouwnt of time without any stress. He also has the
wisdom to pick songs thatworked realbywell rogether
so that the album has a definite mood and Bows all
the way through. John di Martino ard [ wocked oo
the arrargements together and Houston was always
imvalved. "We spoke constantly on the phone, and
Honston came to same of the cehearsals, o we could
all make mmsical decisicons topether. Diue to the com-
bined effort beforehand, we wece able to recard Swver

“You can’t be involved in the music business unless
you're incredibly passionate about it. This is not just something
that you fall into - you have to really want it - and pursue
it with a great deal of tenacity.”

amad Sixy in two 4 hour sessions without the need to
do mary takes. Houston put together a great band,
with James Chirillo (guitar], Bay Drummond (bass),
and Willie Jones ITT {drume), in addition o Houston
and John, which was ancther reason as to why the
recording session went so smo oth . Houston played
on every track but one, and chat was becauze Hous-
ton wanted “1e's Too Lare™ recorded with just piaro
and guitar. It's oo secret that Houston really knows
how to phywith a sicged He literally gets inside my
head and knows where I'm going before 1 do I like
to think chat this posicive energy comes through on
the album. Bven the ticle, Swver and Savy, wasa col-
labsorative etfort betwreen the two of us.

I Howdid this love affair with singing begin?

PL: My BMom says thar even as a younig child, 1was
extremely responsive o thythmic sounds. She sys 1
used to mimic everpday sounds such a5 singing wich
a hairdryer or start damcing ko the busy signal oo the
tekephone. 3y parentssaychat Icould sing back notes
at a very early age, and thatwhen I starved to sing as
asmall child, it was always in pitch. Ar an earhy age,

miy dad played the piamo for me, so 1 could sing. My
Eather’s family has a muosical backgronnd, and he
plays the piano extremely well far a non-professional
plyer. He has amazingly good taste in sorgs and
singers. He introduced me to singers, instrumental-
ists, ared great sorgs early cn and over the pears. My
parents contirmed to nuartare oy intecest in music by
always making music oailable to me asa child and
then supporting me in my cen musical endeawoes as
Tcontinued to grow,

I What it about singing jazz in particular that yon
enjoy 5o much, as oppossd toother sides of singing:

PL: Again, mydad exposed me to jaz earkyon. What's
great about singing Jaxz and the American Sooghook
is we can take any song and make it something com-
pletely perzonal, and something that completeby re-
Berts one's cwn musical thinking and desires. That's
the exriting and creative part bor me becanse there are
oo restrictions in Jazz. We can make it cur own both
thythmically or conceptually. For me, the idea is to
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create something that’s intimare and roally personal.
Some of the older sangs from the American Songhoak
and even some pop sorgs from different eras have
uniquelr beautiful music ard kyrics that yon may oot
hear very often in rodayservironment

T What steps did you take to marc @ carser as a
singert I know you went to New York University.
What steps did you take to begin makinga mame for
vourself, other than just “being really pood =

PL: Thank you for saring that 1 tock private voice
lessors zacly o, ard 1 alse siodied music after schoal
and during the summers. Afer MY where [ ma-
jored in BMusic, I began working at a demanding day
job and attempted to do mysingingar the mme time,
1didn' really pursae it full time until 1 was able to
sing at a beneft ar Weill Hall ar Carmegie Hall. It
was there that I met and warked wich the wonder
ful sawophonist Vincent Herring for che first time.
Vince produced my first albom, which was Theret
Semeshing Abous You I Do’ Knew and introduced
me £ Sawant! HighMore Records. During char time,
Iwas also performing weekly at a restawrant called
Bruno Jamais in Mew York City.

M What have been some of the highlights of wour
career thus far and 'n'h}'i'

PL: I really lowe performing as a singer. 1 especially
lowe the clubs where you can feel intimate with the
audience, 5o [ do feel good every time I perform toa
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Liwe audience. AsI mentioned, | mngar Weill Halla
bew times, which is a faidy large hall - and that led
to oy pursuing singing as a full-time career, 5o 1'd
have to say that was a highlight alang with mesting
Vincent Herring, who eventvally introduced me to
HighMaoteSavant foc my first album wasa highlight.
Talso performed an live, mational television oo the
Jerry Lewis telethan. That was actually fun, and 1
wasn't as nervous as | thought T woold be. We had a
Live audience as well as TV cameras, acd they werea
great andience, so I felt at hame. Tve had the oppar
tunity to meet and work with very talented people as
aresult of oy career, almost too many o mention,
but certainly Todd Barkan was one who stands out.
He produoced my last teo albums, one of which was
Magwer, which was featured cwice on Itunes, both
in oz and Yocal anccher highlight. He was ex-
tremely helpful o me. Then too, of conrse, working
with Houston Person has been an enormous career
highlight — I guess I've tald you that before: cantsay
encugh good things about Houston,

JIo What events current or upcoming are you excibed
about in your musical Lifet

PL: We just played at Jazz Standard as the official de-
but of Sweer And Saxy. I'm Jocking foreand to doing
cther chib appearances next at Phil's Cabé in Phila-
delphia and the Metropolitan Boom, I will be doing
an in-store performance for Sweer and Saxy at Barnes
and Moble, and lots of radio interviews, P.rmn]:]}',
I'm also putting together ideas for a concept-driven
show, which is somethicg new For me.

JIr W hat is che primary motivational force in your
musical endeavors i

PL: My passion for music and for singing!  If I'm
oot singing orself, I'm wrnally ot o hear live muo-
sic around Mew York o even listening at home to
iTooes or various cds. You can't be involved in the
music business noless you're incredibly passionate
about it. This is oot just something that you fall into
— you hawe to really want it - and pursue it with a
great deal of temacity.

JIr W hat are your top five desert island vocal records
that you couldn't possibly live without, and please
state whyt There is so much out there to Gnd and it
helps to pet recommendatiors from the singers them-
sehres,

PL: (1) Frank Sinatra — fu dhe Wee Small Howrr —
That is the apex of the Great American Songhbook.
Amvone who wants to know how to sing this music
should start right here, with *Glad to Be Unhappy™
and “What Is This Thing Called Love™ This is as
good as itgets! [ mng *Glad To Be Unhappy® as part
of a medleyon my last album, Magmer.

(2 Jon Lucien — A Time For Love — I've picked Joo
Lucien not only becavse I kove his singing and his
voice, but his music, and thisalbumin particular, has
alush, relaving, tropical groowe tode that woald be e
pecially appropriate to listen to it cn a desert island !

(3) Ella Fizperald- Efla im Beodin- Well, she's Ella,
what ebse can 1 sayi (4) Bill Withers — The Ser g Bill
Hidhers - He was a brilliant, consistently inspired
singersoogwriter, this album is proof; although, 1
can't pick ome Fororite. Houston and 1 liked “Ain
Mo Surshine” 5o much that we did our own inter-
pretation on the new album. (5) Houston Persan -
The Ars aurd Savid off Hawrrow Persem — Okay, techni-
cally hes ot a vocalist, but there is oo better Living
interpreter of the great songs. Houston gets to the
essenitial core of each song io a way that most singecs
canonly dream about, ard thisis agreatcollection of
classic tunes thats constantly in my CD playeror en
my i Tines list.,

JIr As an artist, your state of mind and abilicy o dig
deep is important. Outside of playing, what do you
do ko recenter and And peace of mind# O pechaps,
you Feel that argst is good for musict

PL: Recently I moved o a new apartment that’s
right near the East Biver in Manhattan., My favarite
diversion, since then, is to take a nice muJ-n:l::.ri.n.E;
walk along the waterside — nnully listenicg to music.
thﬁtha.nﬂi:LIlihtnrid:u:;bi.hin:]cmtiﬂ
when I get a chance. T also walue spending qualicy
time with friend= and.:EmiJ}'. Oh, I haove to mention,
there are some eveningswhen [ love to chill out with
agood TV show ar a movie and a few gummy bears!
But really, walkirg along the river is my new passion;
that’s about the most relaxring and centering activity
that I car imagine.

JIr As a musician, what do you beel your role or 1e-
spansibilicy is in our sociery Is what you do some-
thingonly for you and the musicians you are sharing

the stage with, orare you trying toachieve something
cutside of that microcosmi

PL: When I sing, T try to reach people’s hearts —
miowe them, inspire happy memiories, or make people
teel they are mot alone in what they might be feeling,
even if its md. I would Like to think that music can
help to remove some of the angst in people’s Lives and
cantribate to their well being, I try to express krrics
with geomine emotion, hoping to stay honest and
keep it real.

J1: What is the greatest compliment that you can re-
ceive as asinger?

PL: If 1 conld pick the greatest compliment, I womld
ask to be told chat I'm unigue and that T have oy oem
sourd, rather than imitating somecne else o sound-
ing like someone else. I often listen to instrumental-
ists when researching a song, 5o that I do develop my
cwm sound vocally withouwt picking up the sounds or
phrasing of other singers. I do listen to and greatly
enjoy other wocalists, but I never attempt to sound
Hhun:ufﬂmmcnn.'n:in.u]}',bm 1 da Like to imdiats
Honston when he does asole - cnly for Fun!
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